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intolerable to the inhabitants and force them to adopt a line
of action which, under other circumstances, might appear to
be impossible. In fine, the immediate environment of any State
only exists within a larger, more widely-spread, environment
of which it is a part. If the aim of statesmen should be to
harmonize the relationships of the community with these two
closely related sets of environmental conditions, that of the
political geographer is to analyse and put on record those
geographical bases of human relationships without which
societies cannot exist.
The second basic consideration in Political Geography is
that States are subject to change, more particularly during
periods such as the present century, which may well prove to
be the greatest time of experimentation in the world's history.
This susceptibility to change is by no means restricted to the
internal conditions of the State, but extends to its external
relationships, and although the concept of change is no recent
discovery, there can be no doubt that the tempo of present-day
activities has greatly increased above and beyond that of
preceding times. Perhaps the chief result is an increasing
awareness of the relationships between communities and
their environments, with an associated refinement of human
adaptations which is sometimes loosely described as the
"Conquest of Nature".
Such a phrase is far from being accurate, in spite of the
remarkable achievements which have been made in many
directions. Yet it must be admitted that mankind is within
reach of conditions by which at least his material wants may
be satisfied to an extent which has never before been possible.
Millions of Chinese people may still starve every year, and the
material well-being of other millions in India cannot be said
to have reached a satisfactory level, but even in these extreme
cases improved transport facilities and organizational powers
have brought about some alleviation. It is no facile optimism
to hope that further changes in agricultural and industrial
activities may facilitate the development of better standards
of living in regions where hitherto the welfare of the com-
munity as a whole has received little attention.
Whatever the motive forces behind them, these changes